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Date:   2012-02-01



The Speaker
Bhisho Legislature
BHISHO


Dear Sirs


NCOP PUBLIC HEARINGS – PROTECTION OF STATE INFORMATION BILL


We are in receipt of the communication in regard to MPL’s accompanying the Ad Hoc Committee of the NCOP dealing with the Protection of State Information Bill.

As you are aware, this Bill has generated massive publicity and is extremely controversial.  It has grave implications for freedom of information in South Africa,

I was therefore astounded to read that the only MPL’s that are officially accompanying the NCOP delegation are those from the African National Congress.

The conclusion that one draws is that this is an attempt by the ruling party to engineer a particular outcome.

It is standard practise in the Legislature that groups that engage in public hearings are multiparty in nature.  The fact that the grouping is from one party is a massive departure from the procedures that have been the norm in this Legislature.

The conclusion that I have drawn is that this is an abuse of State resources for the benefit of the ANC.

Please advise as to why the MPL delegations are only from one party and why no members of the opposition have been included.

Secondly please advise me how Legislature resources can be only utilised for the benefit of one party.

This action sets a dangerous precedent for the Legislature as it totally undermines our conventional democratic practise and the multiparty nature of our constitutional democracy.

I would like this item placed on the next agenda of the rules committee.

Yours faithfully




BOBBY STEVENSON, MPL
LEGISLATURE LEADER


c.c.  The Secretary
Bhisho Legislature


















Leadership that works
(Making a difference – a force for change)
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