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PETITION AGAINST HIGH WATER TARIFF INCREASES FOR AMATHOLE DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY FOR 2012/13 FINANCIAL YEAR:
DATE: 22 JUNE 2012

TARGET: AMATHOLE DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY:
The Amathole District Municipality adopted its annual budget and IDP at a council meeting on 25th May 2012.

Noting that the draft budget and IDP was also presented to the respective communities and wards of the local municipalities within Amathole District.

The proposed water tariff increases adopted by council are unreasonably high for this financial year.

The objections and concerns concerning these exhorbitant water tariffs raised by the public at these meetings we believe have not been adequately considered by the council.

Indigent and vulnerable communities are threatened with curtailed water service if general funding for water provision becomes a problem.

Certain categories of water consumer will be adversely affected by these increases namely metred water users and metred residential domestic users.
These increases will have a negative effect on running costs of businesses that could  lead to further job losses in the District.

It is the view of the Democratic Alliance that these excessive increases will have negative effects for all ADM communities if implemented in their current form.

Therefore Petitions the Amathole District Municpality to:
1) Adequately consider the input of communities concerns regarding the high tariffs.

2) Reconsider  equitable and affordable water tariff increases for all  in accordance with Tariff policy  section  74 of the Municipal Systems Act with specific reference to clauses 2(a), (b),(c),(d) and (i) of the section and also in conjunction with the Tariff policy of the Amathole District Muncipality.

3) Reconsider tariff increases for water metred users with specific reference to business and domestic metred users.

4) Respond in writing within 14 working days from date hereon as to what plans will be effected to proide cheaper water tariffs to the communities of Amathole District Municpality.

  SIGNED By:
   .......................................................

   Dacre Haddon MPL

   DA Constituency leader-Amathole Constituency

   ........................................................

   William Ward Councilor Amathole District Municipality

   DA Chairperson Amathole Constituency
