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TO : HANSARD AND HOUSE BUSINESS
FROM : MEC FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND TRADITIONAL AFFAIRS

SUBJECT : RESPONSES TO IQP 43 QUESTION 224 FOR WRITTEN REPLY

224. Mr D B Haddon to ask the MEC responsible for Local Government and
Traditional Affairs:

(1) Whether he has been informed of the existence of an African National Congress
(ANC) constituency office attached to the town hall and municipal offices in
Pearston; if so, what are the reasons for a political party utilising a public facility as
an office base;

(2) whether the municipality in question is receiving rent payments from the ANC for
the hire of this office space; if not, why not; if so, what are the relevant details:

(3) Whether any steps have been or are to be taken with a view to relocating this
constituency office to another venue; if not, why not; if so, (a) what steps and (b)
when?

RESPONSE
(1) No, the MEC was not informed.

a) On enquiry to the Municipality, it was confirmed that the ANC Constituency Office is attached
to the Old Town Hall, in Pearston. The above came into being o 01 April 2007, when a lease
agreement was signed between the Blue Crane Route Municipality, represented by the then
Acting Municipal Manager, Mr Hendricks who is no longer an employee of the council and
the office of the then ANC Chief Whip, Hon. S. Gqobana. (Copy of lease agreement
attached)




RESPONSES TO IQP 43 QUESTION 224 FOR WRITTEN REPLY

The choice of the building was based on accessibility, as it is at the centre of the town and there
were no other adequate and suitable buildings in Pearston at the time. Further to the above, the
identified office was vacant and not used for any purpose by the municipality of Pearston.

The building is not used to service ANC activities or its members, but rather used for the benefit
of all Pearston residents, irrespective of political affiliation. Following are some of the services
rendered by the office for the community namely: -

i) Referral of community issues through to the Member of Parliament.

i) Assisting with advice and referrals on various government services to all community
members irrespective of political party affiliation.

iii) Dealing with Department of Labour queries, especially UIF related matters (of which the
nearest office is in Graaff Reinet, about 77 km'’s away the department visits Pearston
once per month)

iv) Deals with SASSA queries i.e. Child Support Grant, Disability etc. (the nearest office is
in Somerset East, which is 50 km's away, SASSA officials visit once, every two weeks)

v) Deals with Home Affairs referrals i.e. ID’s, birth certificates applications etc. (nearest
office is no Somerset East, which is 50 km’s away)

vi) Deals with GEPF queries. (There are no nearby offices, former government employees
are assisted with applications, life certificate renewals etc.)

vii) Services mainly as a link between the community and various government departments
through the office of the Member of Parliament.

2. In terms of the lease agreement signed between the Blue Crane Route Municipality and the
Office of the ANC Provincial Chief Whip, it is provides for R1000, 00 per month rentals, which is
inclusive of all municipal services. However, the then Acting Municipal Manager, who signed the
contract failed to convey the contents of the Lease Agreement to the relevant municipal
departments for purposes of administering the lease and collection of revenue. However, the
municipality, now that the issue has come to its attention, will issue claims for the outstanding
rental charges and also review the Lease Agreement as it was never reviewed after the lapse of
Lease and Lessor.
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AGRE T OF LEASE

Memorandum of an Agreement entered into by and between:-
THE BL UE CRANE ROUTE MUNICIPALITY
herein represented by HANS HENDRICKS
in his Capacily ag ACTING MUNICIPAL MANAGER
of : P.O. Box 21, Somerset East
(hereinafter caljeq ‘the Lessor")
and
AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS
herein representad by SICELO GQOBANA
in his capacity ag ANC PROVINCIAL CHIEF WHip
(f"\
of : Private Bag X5000, Bisho 5605

(hereinafter caljed ‘the Lesses”)

WHEREAS the Lessor is the owner of two (2) offices of an immovahle property
known as Pearson Municipal offices in Voortrekker Street, Pearston (hereinafter

referred to as “the property");

AND WHEREAS the Lessor is prepared fo let to the Lessee who is prepared to

hire the saig premises;

NOW THEREFORE itis agreed:-

1. LETTING AND HIRING
=3 AND HIRING

That the Lessor hereby Jets and the |egsee hires the sajq Property aj|

subject to the terms of this agreement,

- 8 DURATION

This lease shall Come into operation on the 1% day of April 2007 and sha|
subsist for g period of two (2) years from that date, with an option to

.7

renew.
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The reny Payaple | erm agreement g, Il be pajqy monthly |n

Yance by “nos later tha t da ac t all such
Payments shall pe paid ¢ Sor or ¢ ¢h other Person, ¢ any, at
SUch place as th or h esignateq f, the t being p Written

see,
ADDITIQQAL CHARGES

There; will be ng additiong Payment of SPrvioo eharges relating to the
Premiseg Such ag ﬁlactrioity ana water Consumegq.

CONTINU, NCE oF AS

Should the l.essee wish to Continue the lease beyond the duration of the
lease gg set out in clause 2 hereof, then shay the Lessee by Written Natice
given to the Lessor gt least one Month prior to the date of termination of
this lease, advise the Lessor of his desire and may the lease, with the
Written congens of the Lessor, pe reneweq for a further two (2) years, or
Such other time ag may be agreeq Upon, upoj conditiong similar to these
Containey herein, Subject, however, to a fragh agreement régarding rental
Payable,

INS URANCE

eep or 0 in
as is liable to enhance for the time being to the extent that gych insurance
is 8ndered voig or Voidabije qf the Premiums of such insurance are or
hecome liable to be, increaseq. :

CESSION AND SUB-LETTING

The Lessee shall not pe Bhtitlae BXCED With the Prior writtan Consent of

the lessor, 10 ceds aj of ity of the yj hts of the Lessge under thig lease of

Sub-let or glye UP possesgion of the Premises in Whoie or Part to any party
the Lessor,

other than
SUNDRY QBL:GAT!QNS OF THE LESSEE
The Lessee shall keep the Premises clean and tidy anqg Shall not ygg the

Premises or allow them to be used, in whoje Or part, for any purpose other
than of the Lessee’s existing businegs The Lessee shall further provide
at the Lessee's own eXpense, gy electric, ﬂuorescent ang incandeecent
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12,

13,

14,

NO. 800 P,

light bulbs réquired on the Premises ang shall be responsible for g glags,
both interna and extsrnal on the Premises,

MA!NTENANCE AND REPAIRS

f ' '
ALTERAIIONg. ADD!TION§ AND IMPBQ!EMENTS
he Lessee shall not Mmake any alterationg or additions to the premises

B
without the Lessor's prior written consent, but the Lessor shall not withhold
its contents Unreasonably tq an alteration of addition Which s not

structuray,

EXCLU§!ON OF LES§OR FROM CERTAIN LIABILITY AND

INDEMNITY

The Le a i i y
y L r i

e th ; ;

building or any part of the Property or bundlng, any failure or Suspension

of, or any interruption in, the Supply of water, electricity or any other

amenity or servics to the Premises, the building or Property or whateyer
e

the cause,
LESSOR's RIGHT oF ENTRY AND CARRYING OUT oF WORKS
The Lessor's 'epresentative, agent, servant ang Contractors may at ajf
b ; . ;
the L i

replacements or other works, or to p'erform any other lawfy function in the
bona-fide interests of the Lessor,

TOTAL / PARTIAL DESTRUCTION
: of i
d
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18.

16.
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shall be entitled to g total femission of rental in reg i
] Tuted . pect of the eriog
during which it is deprived fully of the beneficia) Occupation gf the

force ang to  rebuiig and repajr as  aforesaid then sych

rebuilding/repairing shall proceeq as soon as may be reasonaply
possible,

142 In the event of the destruction being Partial, but of 8uch a natyre

Should the Lessee fail to pay any monthly rental on the due date hereof,
or should the Lessee commit or permit the Commission of g breach of any
other of the Provisions of thig lease, or not comply with any other terms
ions of thig lease, then the Lessor shall be entitled to cqyf upon

Or should there pe g judgment against the Lessee which js Unsatisfied for
more than ten (10) days after the date of such Judgment, or should the
Lessee recejve a Warrant of Attachment, then the Lessor shajy have the
right to cance| this Agreement of Lease, enter upon the leaseq Premises,
take action against the Lessee for ejectment, without Prejudice to any
claim that the Lessor might have for arrear rental ang damages.
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17. NTIRE CONTRACT

7.1 This Agreement constitutes the whole ang only Agreement between

P.

the parties and no representations, conditions Or warranties not set

out herein shal) be binding on the Lessor,

17.2 No amendments or variation hereto shall be of any force and effect
uniess reduced to writing and signed by the parties hereto or their

duly authorized agents.

17.3  Any relaxation or indulgence which the Lessor may show the

Lessee shall not in any way Prejudice the |essor's strict rights

under this agreement nor deem it to be g waiver of any of the
Lessor's rights unless formally in writing as an addendum or

18.  AUTHORITY

The signatories to this agreement on behalf of the parties confirm and

guarantee thejr authority to enter into this Legse Agreement ang the
signatory on behalf of the Lessee hereby binds himselfiherself personally

to the due fulfiilment of this agreement by the Lessee,

Thus signed at SOMERSET EAST on this 28" day of MARCH 2007

WITNESSES:

WITNESSES:
1, mhgﬂ Yo

, . 3 KESSEE T
2 ; 2
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