
1 
 

Budget Vote 7: Cooperative Governance & Traditional Affairs 

 άStabilising ANC run municipalities requires new DA proposals says DA MPL”  

Speech Highlights: 

¶ ANC needs stiff political competition for 2016 LGE 

¶ Civil society protest a form of criticism 

¶ Educate local communities in regards to government role and services 

¶ Budget programmes ANC failures and DA alternative proposals 

¶ DA will compile a register for convicted government fraudsters  

Honourable Speaker, all protocol observed 

Introduction 

As we are heading for the local government elections (LGE) South Africans (SA) must understand 

that it is healthy for political parties to compete in a free and fair manner to take control of local 

municipal councils. 

In a multi-party democracy such as ours political parties serve four key functions namely; 

1. They select and field candidates. 

2. They mobilize voters. 

3. They facilitate governance, and 

4. They monitor and keep each other accountable as the opposing party, in or outside 

government. 

After elections the newly elected government cannot just do as they please, they have the 

responsibility to ensure that our Constitutional requirements are adhered too and that the people’s 

rights are realised. 

In order to realise all the people’s rights the government embarks on collecting revenue [income] 

from tax and ratepayers. 

The tax money is then used to provide services and infrastructure that should improve the lives of all 

the people in the country, particularly the poor. 

BACKGROUND  

To ensure good governance and quality service delivery the opposition political parties are free to 

scrutinise and criticize the governing party’s policies, ideas and programs. 

They may also offer alternative propositions to the governing party.   

CIVIL SOCIETY PROTESTS A FORM OF CRITICISM  
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But it is not only the DA that criticizes the governing party for service delivery failures and increased 

corruption. 

Civil society itself is rising up against poor governance. 

In the first four months of this year alone, Gauteng experienced the highest proportion of service 

delivery protests at (26%), followed closely by the Eastern Cape at (24%). 

The Free State experienced only (1%) of such protests this year to date, followed by Northern Cape 

(4%), Limpopo (6%), North West (7%), Mpumalanga (9%), and sadly the DA governed Western Cape 

at (11%). 

In the previous municipal election year, 2011, service delivery protests were subdued at 82 

compared with the two years before and the years that have since followed.  

Up until April 30 this year, Municipal IQ recorded 70 such demonstrations already. 

If the rate of service delivery protests was sustained at the same rate for the rest of the year, it 

would reach a record peak of 210, compared with 164 in 2015 and 191 (the highest so far) in 2014. 

Kevin Allan, managing director of Municipal IQ, says: and I quote; 

άaŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƭ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ 

service delivery remains a maƧƻǊ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΦέ  

The DA understands and respect the public’s right to peaceful protests when unhappy with service 

delivery. 

But we are concerned about the increase in the number of violent demonstrations and damage to 

property. 

This is particularly worrisome to the DA as we head closer to August 3rd local government elections. 

The DA calls on disgruntled government service consumers not to revert to violence and destruction 

of State and private property. 

Yes, citizens have rights but with those rights come responsibility. 

A responsibility to respect our hard won democracy, a responsibility to respect each other and a 

responsibility to respect the rule of law and to respect human life. 

Responsible citizens will take time to register and to go and vent their anger against corruption and 

bad service delivery at the ballot box, not against fellow citizens or their property. 

The DA call on all the people of the Eastern Cape Province to go and vote in a disciplined and 

respectful manner.   

EDUCATE CITIZENS 
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Given the fact that municipalities are often affected by service delivery protests that are not even 

related to local government functions the MEC should consider educating citizens of what the role 

and function of local government is.  

He should have engaging lessons explaining to citizens how South Africa is governed and what 

various services the different spheres of the government provide. 

GENERAL COMMENTS TO BUDGET 

Programme 1: Administration  

Local government is indeed every bodies business but more so for the political head of this 

department. 

It is his tasks provide effective political and strategic leadership as well as efficient administration. 

Honourable Speaker, the budget allocation for compensation of employees of this department is 

standing at 74% of the total budget and this is far above the acceptable norm. 

In light of this huge COE increase and according to the Financial and Fiscal Commission (FFC) latest 

report and I quote from the report; 

άMunicipalities continue to be hindered by the quantity and quality of public officials available to 

deliver basic services effectively and to ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƳƻƻǘƘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƳǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴέ, 

close quote. 

The FFC also argues that the struggle to attract experienced technical and professional skills is made 

worse by άǿŜŀƪ ƭƛƴƪŀƎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘŜǊǘƛŀǊȅ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎέΦ 

It is therefore particularly concerning to note that the Public Service Commission also found that 

only (33%) of municipalities sampled in a review of recruitment and selection processes actually 

subjected candidates to competency tests. 

In light of the above statement can the MEC explain how he will stabilize personnel growth whiles 

attracting the best qualified people to his department? 

DA PROPOSAL 

The DA agrees that we must ensure that our departments and state institutions are appropriately 

capacitated to deliver on their respective constitutional mandates. 

We also realise that South Africa cannot afford a public sector that continues to grow without 

concurrent improvements in its service delivery capacity. 

We therefor propose a much more streamlined department and local municipalities (LM) in which 

every employee is appropriately trained and empowered to fulfil their roles. 

We also believe that non-core services must be outsourced.  
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This will enable LM to serve the needs of the public much more efficiently. 

The DA is seriously concerned about the department’s ability to process timeously private sector 

business claims as it continues to fail to pay its suppliers within 30 days as required. 

Programme 2: Developmental Local Government 

In-terms of ensuring sound corporate governance practices in all municipalities.  

We note that the Port St Johns Municipality is still paying two Municipal Manager as highlighted. 

Can the MEC explain what form of support will be provide to the LM to resolve this matter?  

DA PROPOSAL 

The DA unequivocally rejects this style of cadre-deployment of managers as espoused by the ANC in 

its Strategy & Tactics documents.  

We do however recognise the need for a narrow band of political appointees to assist the executive 

in delivering on the mandate of governing parties. 

Our position in this regard is that:  

1. There should be a limited number of political appointments in all spheres of government;  

2. Political appointments must be ring-fenced and their roles clearly defined; 

3. These appointments must be base d on fixed-term contracts tied to the tenure of the 

relevant executive.  

Programme 3: Development and Planning 

Interns of promoting viable and sustainable developmental municipalities that deliver quality basic 

services the following is noted by the DA. 

The department’s good intention to support failing municipalities by invoking the constitutional 

provisions of section 139 to intervene and section 154 to support has failed dismally and cost the SA 

taxpayer millions of rands as the majority of LM regress soon after intervention withdrawal. 

Can the MEC explain the reasons as to why this regression happens? 

We have also noted that most LM and DM capacity to align budgets reliably for infrastructure 

spending or repairs and maintenance is weak especially for storm water drainage, roads, water and 

sanitation services. 

DA PROPOSAL 

The DA believes that in in order to overcome regress after intervention into municipalities the MEC 

must be much more pro-active in offering “branded scholarships” to students in fields where they 

require skills and must participate in career-days and recruitment drives at higher- and further 

education institutions. 
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We also propose where possible that local municipalities outsource non-core functions to 

competent private service providers and enter into public private partnerships (PPPs) to improve the 

quality and efficiency of service delivery. 

This could lower costs, enhance innovation and increase savings. 

Programme 4: Traditional Institutional Management  

In terms of the department’s responsibility to traditional leadership institutions in a system of 

representative democracy, the DA is of a view that greater clarity on the roles and responsibilities of 

traditional councils and their relationship with local government councils must be defined. 

FIGHTING CORRUPTION 

Corruption still pesters the department and local municipalities in the Eastern Cape and the DA 

believes that in cases where misconduct was related to corruption the prohibition on re-

employment by the state should be permanent.  

A register of convicted government official fraudsters must be established by an independent body 

as to ensure that we don’t employ these people again. 

There is no reason why we should allow corrupt officials back into the system to continue diverting 

money away from service delivery. 

IN CLOSING 

More than 8.2 million South Africans do not have a job, inflation is putting the most basic goods out 

of the reach of the majority of South Africans, the economy is suffering and we face a credit rating 

downgrade. 

Corruption and empty promises are holding our country’s growth back. 

The above is enough motivation to make the 2016 Local Government Election the most crucial 

election since 1994. 

 

The coming municipal election is citizen’s one chance to say:  

άbƻ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻǊǊǳǇǘƛƻƴΣ ƴƻ ƳƻǊŜ ǇƻƻǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ ς LΩƳ ǾƻǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ CǊŜŜŘƻƳ ǘƘŀǘ L Ŏŀƴ 

ǳǎŜΦέ 

Let me also eco DA leader Mmusi Maimane’s words, and I quote; 

άwŀŎƛǎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 5!Φ !ƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ ǊŀŎƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǾƻǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 5!Σ 

ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘȅ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳέ close quote. 

BUDGET SUPPORT 
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Given all the challenges of this budget Vote I do believe that the budget is still a tool for maintaining, 

improving and expanding quality services delivery in the Eastern Cape. 

The DA supports this budget vote report. 

I thank you 


