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QUESTIONS FOR WRITTEN REPLY

FRIDAY, 15 AUGUST 2014 
50.
Mr R S Stevenson to ask the Premier:
(1) Whether any of  the provincial Departments had vacant Head of Department (HOD) posts as at the latest specified date for which information is available; if so, (a) how many, (b) why, (c) how long have these posts been vacant in each case and (d) when is it anticipated that these posts will be filled;
(2) whether all of the vacancies in question had been advertised as at the latest specified date for which information is available; if not, why not; if so, what are the relevant details in each case? 

51.
Mr P E van Vuuren to ask the MEC responsible for Education:

(1) Whether his Department has budgeted for the relocation costs of employees who have changed their permanent address due to (a) new appointments or (b) retirement in the current financial year; if not, why not; if so, (i) what amount has been budgeted in this respect for the 2014/15 financial year and (ii) what amount has been requested for relocation costs as at the latest specified date for which information is available;

(2) (a) what total of the amount requested in respect of relocation costs had been paid out as at the latest specified date for which information is available and (b) what reasons have been given for not all relocation costs being paid to date;
(3) whether his Department could provide reasons as to why the relocation costs for the persons whose names have been furnished to his office for the purposes of the reply had not been paid out or reimbursed as at the latest specified date for which information is available; if not, why not; if so, what are the relevant details in each case;
(4) whether any steps have been or are to be taken with a view to resolving these outstanding matters; if not, why not; if so, (a) what steps and (b) when? 
52.
Mr P E van Vuuren to ask the MEC responsible for Education:

(1) Whether he has been informed that approximately 2000 educators in the Port Elizabeth District had not received payment in respect of the 1% adjustment for Integrated Quality Management Systems (IQMS) in July 2013 as at the latest specified date for which information is available; if so, what reasons have been given for this;
(2) whether there are funds within his Department’s budget to rectify this situation and ensure that the abovementioned educators receive payment of this 1% increment; if not, (a) why not and (b) what alternative steps, if any, are in place to ensure that these payments are made ; if so, (i) when is it anticipated that these payments will be made and (ii) what are the further relevant details;

(3) whether any steps have been or are to be taken by his Department with a view to ensuring that the 1% increment due on 1 July 2014 will be allocated to educators in the Port Elizabeth District; if not, why not; if so, (a) what steps and (b) when?  
53.
Mr P E van Vuuren to ask the MEC responsible for Education:

(1) Whether he has been informed that information has not been made available regarding budget plans for the critical shortage of furniture at schools in the province; if so,
(2) whether any steps have been or are to be taken with a view to addressing the furniture backlog in this regard amounting to approximately R300 million in the 2012/13 financial year; if not, why not; if so, (a) what steps and (b) when;

(3) whether any progress had been made as at the latest specified date for which information is available with regard to the R46 million school furniture tender awarded to 14 companies for the provision of desks and chairs for 1400 schools in the province; if not, (a) why not and (b) what reasons have been given for this lack of progress;
(4) whether any desks had been delivered to identified schools in the province with regard to the above tender as at the latest specified date for which information is available; if not, why not; if so, what are the relevant details?
54.
Ms C H Barker to ask the MEC responsible for Health:

(1) Whether she has been informed of the severe shortage of doctors at Grey Hospital in King William’s Town, resulting in patients being referred to (a) Frere and (b) Cecilia Makiwane Hospitals; if so, (i) what reasons have been given for this shortage and (ii) what steps, if any, are being taken with a view to filling the vacant medical officer posts at this hospital;
(2) whether she has been informed that only patients in possession of referral letters from doctors are able to obtain transport from one hospital to another, resulting in patients requiring check-ups or orthopaedic intervention having to arrange transport at their own expense; if so, 
(3) whether any steps have been or are to be taken with a view to accommodating  all patients who (a)  need to see doctors at the referral hospitals mentioned above and (b) cannot be accommodated on patient transfer vehicles; if not, why not; if so, (i) what steps and (ii) when? 
55.
Mr R S Stevenson to ask the MEC responsible for Roads and Public Works:

(1) What total amount was paid out by her Department in March 2014 in respect of (a) goods and services and (b) capital expenditure;
(2) whether all the required site inspections were incurred prior to payments being made in the above regard; if not, why not; if so, what are the relevant details in each case;

(3) whether any steps were taken by her Department during the last month of the 2013/14 financial year with a view to ensuring that the department received value for money in respect of the payments made; if not, why not; if so, what steps? 
56.
Mr R K Purdon to ask the MEC responsible for Sport, Recreation, Arts and Culture: 

(1) Whether she has been informed that sections of the historical former Holy Rosary Convent in Bird Street, Port Elizabeth had been demolished as at the latest specified date for which information is available; if so, 

(2) whether the owner of this property obtained the relevant permits prior to demolishing sections of this convent; if not, (a) why not and (b) what steps are to be taken in this regard; if so, what are the relevant details;

(3) what are the relevant regulations in respect of demolishing or renovating buildings older than 60 years in the province;

(4) whether the owner of this property adhered to these regulations prior to commencing work; if not, (i) why not and (ii) what steps are to be taken in this regard? 
