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QUESTIONS FOR WRITTEN REPLY

FRIDAY, 18 JULY 2014 

.

23.
Mr P E van Vuuren to ask the MEC responsible for Education:
(1) Whether, in the light of the proposed inclusion of indigenous languages in to the curriculum for public schools in the province, indigenous languages will be offered at all schools or only at particular schools as identified by his Department;
(2) (a) which indigenous languages are to be (i) included in the curriculum and (ii) taught at the affected schools and (b) when is it anticipated that the decision-making process surrounding these inclusions will (aa) commence and (bb) be finalised;

(3) whether it is anticipated that additional teachers will have to be recruited in this regard; if so, what are the relevant details;

(4) whether steps have been or are to be taken by his Department with a view to ensuring the availability of an adequate number of skilled teachers in the province to teach these indigenous languages to pupils in the province; if not, why not; if so, (i) what steps and (ii) when? 
24.
Mr P E van Vuuren to ask the MEC responsible for Education:

(1) Whether he has been informed of the outstanding amount owing since 2011 to a supplier, whose name has been furnished to his office for the purpose of the reply, in the amount of (a) R231 777.13 for textbooks and (b) R92 664.05 for stationery supplied to schools who agreed to settle payments using funds allocated to them by his Department; if so, (i) what are the relevant details surrounding the agreements which were set between his Department, the schools in question and the supplier in question, (ii) what reasons have been given for the delay in payments being made in this regard and (iii) who was responsible for ensuring that the funds allocated by his Department were paid to the relevant schools and finally to the supplier;
(2) whether the funds in question had been accounted for as at the latest specified date for which information is available; if not, why not; if so, what are the relevant details;
(3) whether any steps have been or are to be taken with a view to (a) investigating and (b) resolving this situation; if not, why not; if so, (i) what steps and (ii) when?
25.
Mr R S Stevenson to ask the MEC responsible for Finance, Economic Development, Environmental Affairs and Tourism: 

(1) Whether any conditional grants were underspent as at the end of the 2013/14 financial year; if so, (a) how many, (b) what are the amounts involved in each case and (c) what are the further relevant details;

(2) whether any permissions for roll-overs in this regard had been obtained from Provincial Treasury as at the latest specified date for which information is available; if not, why not; if so, what are the relevant details?
26.
Ms C H Barker to ask the MEC responsible for Health: 
(1) Whether she has been informed of the dumping of medical waste at the Berlin dumpsite in the Buffalo City Metropolitan Area which is in contravention of South African National Licensing Standards due to the health risk it poses to the general public; if so,
(2) whether any steps have been or are to be taken with a view to removing this hazardous medical waste from the Berlin dumpsite; if not, why not; if so, (a) what steps and (b) when;
(3) whether any measures have been or are to be put in place with a view to preventing the reoccurrence of the above; if not, why not; if so, (a) what measures and (b) what are the further relevant details;
(4) whether any similar such incidents had been reported in the province as at the latest specified date for which information is available; if so, (a) how many, (b) when, (c) what steps were taken to resolve these incidents and (d) what was the outcome in each case? 

27.
Ms C H Barker to ask the MEC responsible for Health: 

(1) Whether an advertisement lifting the moratorium on private hospital licences in the province thereby inviting new applications for said licences as placed by her Department on 15 April 2013; if so,
(2) whether (a) an application for a licence for a sub-acute psychiatric unit in Port Elizabeth was received by her Department from Haven Health on 10 July 2013 along with a fee of R10 000 and (b) premises were secured as requested in this regard at a cost of R110 000 monthly totalling an amount of R1.5 million to date; if so,
(3) whether her Department offered to reimburse Haven Health their bid application fee in July 2014 requesting their banking details in the process; if so, (a) why and (b) what are the further relevant details;

(4) whether a successful bidder had been (a) selected or (b) announced in this regard as at the latest specified date for which information is available; if not, why not,

(5) whether bidders in this regard had been informed as to the progress of their bids as at the latest specified date for which information is available; if not, (a) why not and (b) when is it anticipated that bidders will receive written feedback concerning the status of their bids;

(6) when is it anticipated that the successful bidder in this regard will be announced;

(7) whether her Department has contacted any other bidders aside from Haven Health with a view to reimbursing their application fees; if so, 
(8) whether all (a) bidders in this respect are to be reimbursed and (b) licence applications for private hospitals are to be re-advertised; if so, 

(9) (a) when is it anticipated that all bidders who participated in the licensing application process will be reimbursed, (b) at what interest rate and (c) on what date will the invitation for private hospital applications be re-advertised? 
28.
Mr J P J Botha to ask the MEC responsible for Human Settlements:

(1) Whether she has been informed of the occupation of some of the low-cost high density housing developments by persons in the (a) Egoli and (b) 7de Laan areas of Ward 10 of the Buffalo City Metropolitan Municipal area prior to their completion; if so, 

(2) whether any approval was granted for the occupation of these housing units; if so, (a) why, (b) who was the consenting authority in this regard and (c) when was this permission granted;

(3) whether the National Homebuilder Registration Council (NHBRC) had arranged for any building inspectors to visit the development and carry out inspections as at the latest specified date for which information is available; if not, why not; if so, (a) when were these inspections carried out and (b) what was the outcome of these inspections?
29.
Mr J P J Botha to ask the MEC responsible for Human Settlements:

(1) Whether the Reconstruction and Development Programme (RDP) Housing project in Needs Camp, Phumlani Phase 1 in Ward 33 of the Buffalo City Metropolitan Municipal Area initiated in 2002 had been completed as at the latest specified date for which information is available; if not, (a) why not, (b) what reasons have been given for the failure to complete this project and (c) what are the further relevant details;

(2) (a) what total amount was initially budgeted for this project, (b) how many houses were (i) budgeted for and (ii) planned for at the commencement of this project and (c) what total amount of the budget set aside for this purpose was utilised on the building of RDP houses in the areas in question;
(3) whether any funds aside from the allocated budget were utilised in the building of these RDP houses; if so, (a) what total amount and (b) where were these funds derived from;
(4) how many of the RDP houses planned for the areas in question (a) had been completed as at the latest specified date for which information is available and (b) are still awaiting completion;

(5) (a) who are the building contractors responsible for this project and (b) what amount have they been paid to date;

(6) whether any building inspectors had inspected the RDP housing project in Needs Camp as at the latest specified date for which information is available; if not, why not; if so, (a) when were these inspections carried out and (b) what was the outcome of these inspections;
(7) whether any of the incomplete houses pertaining to this housing project have been identified to be included in the rectification process; if so, (a) how many, (b) what total amount has been budgeted for this purpose and (c) when is it anticipated that this process will commence? 

30.
Ms D N Matikinca to ask the MEC responsible for Local Government and Traditional Affairs: 

(1) Whether the high-mast floodlights, installed in the Needs Camp area, Phumlani  in 2009 with a view to increasing night safety, were operational as at the latest specified date for which information is available; if not, (a) why not, (b) what reasons have been given for the delay in this respect and (c) what effect has this delay had on crime levels in this area;

(2) whether he has been informed that the community in question reported this issue to their constituency leader in (a) 2011, (b) 2012 and (c) 2013 during the Integrated Development (IDP) hearings held at the local municipality; if so,
(3) whether any steps have been  or are to be taken with a view to (a) addressing and (b) rectifying this situation; if not, why not; if so, (i) what steps and (ii) when?
31.
Mr P E van Vuuren to ask the MEC responsible for Roads and Public Works: 

(1) Whether he has been informed of the illegal occupation of any State-owned properties in the province without any (a) rental or (b) additional payments being received for the use thereof; if so, (i) how many properties were being occupied in this manner and (b) by how many individuals as at the latest specified date for which information is available; at the latest specified date for which information is available; 
(2) what total amount in revenue has been estimated to have been lost as result of the above as at the latest specified date for which information is available; 
(3) whether any steps have been or are to be taken with a view to (a) investigating this situation, (b)  ensuring the removal of the illegal occupants in question and (c) recovering lost revenue; if not, why not; if so, (i) what steps and (ii) when?
32.
Mr R S Stevenson to ask the MEC responsible for Safety, Liaison and Transport:

(1) Whether any progress had been made in the investigation concerning the death of a person, whose name has been furnished to his office for the purpose of the reply, case number 06/04/2014 lodged at the Kabega Park police station in April 2014; if not, why not; if so, what are the relevant details in this respect; 
(2) whether the driver of the other vehicle involved was tested for alcohol use following the accident in question; if not, why not; if so, what was the outcome of this test;
(3) whether all witnesses in relation to this case had been interviewed as at the latest specified date for which information is available; if not, why not; if so, what was the outcome of these interviews in each case in relation to the case;

(4) whether any charges had been laid as at the latest specified date for which information is available; if not, why not; if so, what is the nature of these charges; 
(5) when is it anticipated that this case will go to trial;

(6) whether the family of the deceased have received regular feedback from the police officials in charge of the investigation; if not, why not, if so, what are the relevant details? 
33.
Mr R S Stevenson to ask the MEC responsible for Safety, Liaison and Transport: 

(1) Whether any complaints relating to (a) prostitution, (b) drug-dealing and (c) the operation of illegal shebeens in Impala Flats in the Sidwell area, Port Elizabeth were lodged with the Algoa Park police station in (i) 2013 and (ii) from 1 January 2014 up to and including the latest specified date for which information is available; if so, (aa) how many and (bb) what are the further relevant details in each case;

(2) whether any (a) progress had been made with regard to these investigations or (b) arrests had been made in this regard as at the latest specified date for which information is available; if not, why not; if so, what are the relevant details in each case;
(3) whether any meetings had been held with the Trustees of Impala Flats with a view to discussing and resolving these issues as at the latest specified date for which information is available; if not, why not, if so, what was the outcome of these meetings;

(4) whether any steps have been or are to be taken with a view to resolving the complaints being lodged with regard to the above; if not, why not; if so, (a) what steps and (b) when? 
