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Speech notes delivered by Kobus Botha, Budget Vote 4 - Social Development 

 

 “New systems devised to hide ANC failures” 

Speech Highlights:  

 Social ills fuel violence  

 DA highlights child protection week and rights  

 MPLs must advocate child rights 

 Big social cluster budget vs Small social department budget 

 New budget structure slow to take shape 

 Decrease in NPO funding and transfers by 4.5% 

 DA corners MEC on service delivery failures and outstanding corruption 

reports 

Honourable Speaker, all protocol observed 

Introduction 

Social welfare embraces laws, programmes, benefits and services in an organised 

manner with the specific aim to address existing and potential social challenges in 

our society.  

Social development must help to reduce vulnerability and poverty. It must help to 

recover people’s dignity! 

SOCIAL VIOLENCE 

One of the greatest social challenges that social welfare efforts have to deal with is 

violence. 

Any kind of violence undermines social and economic stability that is a requirement 

for development. 

Violence cuts across race, class, religion and culture and no country or region is 

immune to it. 

South Africa has been described as having one of the highest prevalence’s of 

violence and violence-related injury in the world. 
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Violence is fuelled by inequality, poverty, unemployment, social exclusion and 

marginalization. 

It is within this context of violence that I want to refer to a particular type of violence, 

and this is violence against children! 

Violence against children continues to have a devastating and lasting effect on our 

children.  

In support of my statements above we have seen a rise in children reporting rape 

cases to the SAPS in the Eastern Cape. 

For the financial year 2014/15 a total of 2986 cases were reported and for the 

2015/16 financial year 2695 a slight decrease of 291 cases reported.  

I received this information from MEC Weziwe Tikana who is responsible for 

transport, safety and liaison during an oral question and answer session in the 

Eastern Cape Provincial Legislature on 30th May 2016. 

My conclusion of the above is that there is still a high reporting rate of children that 

are physically and/or emotionally ill-treated, sexually abused and neglected. 

Children are also commercially exploited, resulting in definite or potential harm to 

their health, survival and development. 

The late president of SA and international acclaimed Statesman, Nelson Mandela 

said the following during his acceptance speech of the Nobel prize on December 

10th, 1993, and I quote; 

“[A better society] will and must be measured by the happiness and welfare of the 

children, at once the most vulnerable citizens in any society and the greatest of our 

treasures”, close quote. 

CHILD PROTECTION WEEK  

In light of this quote the Democratic Alliance (DA) acknowledges the fact that the 

current week we are in, is in fact child protection week (CPW). 

We call on everyone to join the various commemorating activities that started from 

29th May and will continue to 05th June 2016. 

CHILDRENS RIGTHS  

Since the advent of democracy in South Africa, children’s rights came with a growing 

recognition of the social challenges children face. 
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Various NPOs and NGOs are playing a vital role in assisting government to realise 

children’s rights.   

Section 28, of the Bill of Rights, in our Constitution states that, and I quote; 

“every child has the right to basic nutrition, shelter, health care and social services, 

as well as the right to be protected from maltreatment, neglect, abuse or 

degradation” close quote. 

However, it saddens me to say that the abovementioned rights are not being 

achieved in totality. 

This is due to amongst others inadequate resources to fully implement laws such as 

the Children’s Act, Child Justice Act and Sexual Offences Act. 

OUTCOMES OF CHILD PROTECTION WEEK 

Honourable Speaker, the DA believes in sustaining a social safety net for the 

vulnerable and destitute in SA. 

We believe in building a nation of confident, capable, self-reliant adults as a caring 

government with this policy. 

And in order for us to achieve this, the outcomes of child protection week awareness 

campaigns, must also aim to ensure that the government of the day, be it ANC or 

DA, respects, protects and promotes children’s rights in partnership with responsible 

law-abiding civil society organisations.  

Violence against children must not be tolerated and child protection is a cause that 

must concern us all. 

In a free and fair society, freedom from violence will only be possible if we 

parliamentarians respect our constitutional duties to children and act upon them in 

real terms. 

We as MPLs must challenge attitudes and beliefs that treat violence against children 

as inevitable or harmless.  

As legislators we must continue the struggle to make a significant difference to 

children’s lives. 

We have the power to create laws that promote this cause, we have the power to 

oversee proper enforcement of laws, we have the power to allocate financial 

resources, and we have the power to mobilise public opinion against child violence.  

DA PROPOSAL 
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In this regard, the DA proposes that nurses and social workers should visit schools 

to ensure that health problems and malnourishment issues are identified early and 

addressed appropriately.  

We also propose that the department should use interactions at clinics and social 

grant payment sites as a platform to disseminate information on childcare and 

nutrition to pregnant mothers and the mothers of young children.  

SOCIAL CLUSTER BUDGET 

The power of the voters brought us here today to debate the budget for Social 

Development Services (SDS). 

Provincially, the social needs sector has received a whopping 81, 8% allocation, or 

money wise, nearly R 64 billion rand over the medium term expenditure framework 

(MTEF) period 2016/17 to 2018/19. 

But a closer look at SDS budget over the same MTEF period reveals that as a 

percentage share of the social sector budget it is a meagre 3,4%, or R 2, 8 billion 

rand. 

This is the third (3rd) largest allocation of the six (6) competing departments in this 

social sector. 

Can the MEC explain if this allocation is really fair and justifiable as social services 

are cross cutting so many other departments? 

DEPARTMENT BUDGET  

For the 2016/17 budget year the Department received a total budget of R 2, 383 

billion rand. 

This is welcoming 6.1% or an R 137 million increase compared to 2014/15 

allocation. 

However we note with concern that this increase is in fact across all the 

programmes of the department. 

We also note that the Department have set aside the following amounts: 

 R 1, 434 billion for escalating employee costs 

 R 302 million for goods and services 

 R 528 million for Transfers and Subsidies 

 R 119. 5 million for Capital assets. 

NEW BUDGET STRUCTURE 
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To add to the department’s pressure, a new budget structure was implemented 

during the 2014/15 financial year. 

The old structure comprised of three budgeted programmes and new structure now 

accounts for five programmes. 

It is widely proclaimed by the ANC that this new structure will enhance service 

delivery and provide much more precise information about programmes, sub-

programmes, targets, budgets and expenditure data. 

IMPLEMENTATION OF NEW STRUCTURE 

But to date, progress implementation of the new structure is very slow and the DA 

has recognised through analysis of trends in budgets over time, that the process in 

alignment of staff, service deliver targets, programmes, sub-programmes and budget 

allocations has not been achieved. 

We are hopeful that this will indeed bear positive results for the sake of millions of 

people that require this department’s service. 

DA PROGRAMME BUDGETS COMMENTS 

In terms of the new five programme budgets the DA has noted with concern that the 

department’s above-inflation wage increases for public servants has pushed our 

COE cost up from 56% in 2014/15 to 60%. 2% or R 1. 4 billion rand for 2016/17. 

COE and Provincial budget cuts have also meant that our much needed NGO and 

NPO partners didn’t receive inflation related funding allocation increases. 

Worst of all is that responsible and law-abiding deserving NGOs and NPOs 

operations are negatively affected by the department’s delays in processing funding 

claim transfers timeously as in the recent case of the King Williams Town child and 

youth care centre and the MTR Smit children’s haven in PE. 

We are also concerned that much needed transfers and subsidies to our NPO 

partners have decreased by 4.5% this year. 

 

WESTERN CAPE SUCCESS EXAMPLES 

In contrast to the above decrease, the Western Cape DA run government has 

received accolades form the Financial and Fiscal  Commission for spending 68% on 

transfer payments to NGOs, more than any other province in this country. 

MEC EXPLANATIONS 
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Our children are the future and with regards to the new National Early Childhood 

Development (ECD) Policy, the DA would like to know what the MEC is going to do 

regarding illegal and legal ECD centres that haven’t been inspected for health and 

safety compliance. 

What is the MEC going to do about the overloaded social workers, illegal grant 

deductions, backlogs and laps in foster care grants? 

CORUPTION AND WORK ETHIC 

Service delivery quality and delays are commonly perceived to be associated with 

corrupt civil servants, civil society and business in particular that seek to gain what is 

an “unfair share” from government resources through corrupt practices. 

In light of corruption and the lack of work ethic in the department can the MEC 

provide this House with the latest information pertaining to the corruption scandal 

report that involved the former HOD of her department Nombulelo Hackula and other 

collaborators? 

Can the MEC also provide information on the fraudulent approval of R 1.6 million 

“honest mistake” of the new HOD Stanley Khanyile’s personal assistant (PA) 

Vuyokazi Ngudle?  

As the political custodian of women’s rights, can the MEC also provide us with the 

latest progress report on the much talked about “Bhisho-sex-for-jobs” scandal?  

ABUSE OF STATE RECOURCES   

As we enter the final political campaign stretch for citizen’s votes, the DA cautions 

ANC MEC Nancy Sihlwayi that she should refrain from the temptation to abuse state 

resources such as food parcels and blankets for party political purposes.  

Food parcels should be directed for the benefit of all South Africans irrespective of 

political affiliation. 

Be warned that the DA and other opposition political parties and citizens will not 

hesitate to collect evidence, report and press charges against any politician or official 

that abuses our state resources. 

We are tired of corruption and vote buying through food parcels. 

IN CLOSING  

I would like to dismiss the ANC notion that government has money, as false! 

There is no such thing as government money; there is only taxpayers and ratepayers 

money. 
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Given all the short comings of this budget I do believe that the budget is still a tool for 

maintaining, improving and expanding quality social services to the people of the EC. 

The DA supports this budget vote. 

I thank you 

 


