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10 November 2017 
 
The Chief Director 
Infrastructure Directorate 
Department of Education 
Zwelitsha 
Eastern Cape 
 
ATTENTION: MR ZAMA MNQANQENI 
 
Sir, 
 
Progress on refurbishing and rebuilding of schools I have visited by the 
Education Portfolio Committee. 
 
I have visited some of the schools listed in my capacity as a member of the 
Provincial Legislature as well as a member of the Portfolio Committee of 
Education in the Bhisho Legislature.  
 
The schools visited by myself are: 
 
1. Vusukhanyo School in Elliot 
This school was damaged by hail as far back as 2005. It is in a very bad 
condition and promises of a rebuild were made by the current MEC as far back 
as 2011. What’s the progress currently? 
 
2. Bayview Primary in Port Elizabeth 
Reasons for not refurbishing were alluded to gangsterism as stated by the 
spokesperson of the Department of Education for the delay. Could I be 
furnished with reasons as to the delay and what needs to be done at the school 
and when will the work begin? Is there a hold up with the project planning and if 
so, what are the alternatives?  
 
3. E.T Thabane in Ugie 
This is a mega school with +- 1900 learners and 62 teachers, from grade 1 to 
grade 7. The condition is dire and not conducive for teaching and learning, also 
a health hazard. The dilapidated state of the building impacts on effective 
teaching and learning. This building has fallen in disrepair. I have informed the 



Department in 2013 and nothing has happened as yet. 
Two primary schools are needed for this community as +- 800 of the learners 
attending this school come from a different section which is +- 7km away, with 
no school transport.  
 
4. Maclear Methodist Primary School in Maclear 
The school is accommodated in a church with classrooms very small, 
accommodating up to 65 learners in two separate grades. There are only 7 
classrooms for the 7 grades with class sizes as follows: 65, 49, 57, 58, 65, 44, 
and 45. A site has been identified. When will this school be rebuilt as the 
building was erected in 1918? Currently temporary structures are urgently 
needed.  
 
5. Alheit van der Merwe Primary in Aliwal North 
The Portfolio Committee of Education visited this school in 2012 and made the 
following finding: “The prefabricated structure of the school is 30 years old and 
dilapidated” and made the recommendation based on the finding.  
Recommendation: “The Department must build a permanent structure replacing 
these prefabs since they expose children to danger and health hazards. 
 
6. Batandwa Ndondo High School in Cala 
I have visited this school in 2014/2015 and forwarded a report to the Department 
regarding the decay of the infrastructure of the school in that floors and ceilings 
are collapsing and poses health and danger hazards. No response from the 
Department has been received.  
 
7. Nkwezana School in East London 
Why is the community up in arms in the building of this school? They also claim 
they had not been consulted and they are complaining about the absence of 
bulk infrastructure. Could I be furnished with the reasons for the community’s 
outrage?  
 
Could I please be given a comprehensive progress report of the 7 schools 
mentioned in order for me to report to these communicates as to what and when 
movement on these mentioned schools can be expected. 
 
Your favorable response will be highly appreciated. 
 
I thank you 
 
 
Regards 

 
Edmund van Vuuren 
Shadow MEC for Education | Eastern Cape 
 

 


