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17 September 2019 
 

Attention: Human Rights Commission 

Dear Sir / Madam 

Re: Intervention requested in Enoch Mgijima Constituency water crisis 

The water shortages in the Enoch Mgijima constituency have continued to worsen and are 

now becoming a threat to the citizens there.  

While there is a drought which has exacerbated the crisis, the reality is that there is a dam full 

of water outside of eKomani but due to maladministration in the Chris Hani District 

Municipality, not one drop of water from the dam has reached taps in eKomani and 

surrounding villages.  

Furthermore, the Waterdown Dam south of Whittlesea is at 30% capacity, but if the lowest 

sluice gates had been regularly maintained, they would not have broken, resulting in ongoing 

repairs which will not conclude before the end of the week.  

The municipality has provided seven water trucks to deliver water to the many communities 

which are affected by the lack of water. This is not nearly adequate enough and has resulted 

in fighting amongst people to access drinking water. The crisis is now a humanitarian one.  

I humbly request your urgent intervention in this matter, as the rights of the citizens in this 

municipality are now being violated. Schools have closed, clinics and hospitals are struggling 

to offer health services, and businesses and industries are unable to function at capacity, 

which is a threat to jobs in the area.   

I would appreciate your intervention in this matter so that the situation is better managed. I 

look forward to your input in this regard.  

Yours Sincerely,  

Jane Cowley 
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