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DATE: 18th October 2019  

MEMBERS OF THE RURAL DEVELOPMENT AND AGRARIAN REFORM COMMITTEE 

EASTERN CAPE 

 

Hon F Bese 

Hon M Dlelanga 

Hon M Twabu 

Hon N Nobevu-Booi 

Hon B Fanta 

Hon V Lwana 

Hon N Nyalambisa 

Hon N Zibonda 

Hon Z Qotoyi 

Hon V Mvenya 

Hon B Dial 

 

Dear Honourable Members,  

RE: PROPOSED BUDGET ADJUSTMENTS TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL DROUGHT AID 

TO THE PROVINCE 

 

I refer to the aforementioned matter as well as to my earlier correspondence this week in which 

I have requested the Chairperson of the Committee, the Hon Bese MPL, to endeavour to 

arrange a special sitting of our committee (in consultation with the Speaker) to discuss drought 

related matters. 

Colleagues, the recent announcement by the Department that an amount of only R3.2 million 

shall be made available in drought aid to farmers in the Midterm Budget is unacceptable. We 

all know that this drought is currently the single biggest threat to the agricultural sector in the 

province and yet the Department is nowhere in assisting farming communities in this regard. 
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I am sure that all of you have been confronted with the stark realities of this crippling drought 

in our province. Both emerging and commercial farmers alike are battling to survive and, in 

many cases, have had no choice but to start reducing the number of livestock on their farms. 

Unfortunately, given some of the prevailing market conditions, this has also been problematic 

with some farmers simply being unable to sell. 

I have previously indicated to you that the Western Cape has already made provincial funding 

of R147 million available to assist farmers in their province. Against this backdrop I think much 

more can be done by our own Department in identifying additional funding for drought aid in 

the financial year at hand. 

In this regard, I remind you that the Department underspend its budget in the 2018/19 financial 

year with a whopping R80,595 million. Included in this underspend amount was some R39,520 

million that was budgeted for Farmer Support and Development!  

Given the aforesaid I want you to consider the following possible reductions in operational 

expenditure which, if implemented by the Department, could avail some R50 million in drought 

aid to our desperate farmers. 

Herewith my proposals in possible reductions to free up the R50 million: 

1. A 50% cut in advertising – R4,743 million savings 

2. A 60% cut in catering – R6,414 million savings 

3. A 11.4% cut in communication (G&S) – R2 million savings 

4. A 19.8% cut in Consumable Supplies – R2 million savings 

5. A 31.4% cut in Stationery and Office Supplies – R2 million savings 

6. A 23.9% cut in Travel and Subsistence – R20 million savings 

7. A 20% cut in Training and Development – R5,158 million savings (underspent by 

28% in 2018/19) 

8. A 10% cut in Fleet Services – R2,521 million in savings (Underspent by 6% in 

2018/19) 

9. A 0.25% cut in Salaries and wages – R4.625 million in savings 

10. A 15% cut in Venue and Facilities hire - - R648,000 saving (underspent by 15.5% 

in 2018/19) 

It is my considered opinion that the aforesaid reductions are easily achievable given the fact 

that most of the proposed savings identified relates to non-core service delivery budget line 

items within the departmental budget. 

The proposed budget savings of R50,109 million above is but a drop in the ocean of what is 

really needed to support Eastern Cape farmers in the coming months. I do however believe 

that it would go much further than the ridiculous amount originally proposed by the 

Department. 

I again request the Hon Bese to liaise with the Speaker so that we can call a special meeting 

of the Rural Development and Agrarian Reform Committee. I furthermore call upon all other 

members to this committee to support this request for an urgent special meeting in this regard. 

I trust you find the above in order. 

 

 

 

 



Sincerely, 

  

Retief Odendaal, MPL 

LLB (NMMU)

 

CC: Hon N Meth 

MEC for Rural Development and Agrarian Reform 
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