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PER EMAIL 

 

Hon. Premier Mabuyane 

 

RE: NELSON MANDELA BAY METROPOLITAN MUNICIPALITY TO FORFEIT GRANT FUNDING 

 

I am writing to you to raise our concerns around the various pieces of correspondence 

forwarded by National Treasury to the Nelson Mandela Bay Metropolitan Municipality 

(NMBMM) regarding the possible forfeiting of grant funding / equitable share. 

 

As you no doubt know, the embattled NMBMM Council recently received a number of 

prescriptive letters from National Treasury relating to the municipality’s lack of follow 

through with undertakings that were previously given to Treasury.  

 

The issues raised by National Treasury related to, amongst others, the forensic audit report 

on the Integrated Public Transport System (IPTS) and the findings and/or recommendations 

which have not been actioned. 

 

This forensic report, which deals with fraud and corruption within the IPTS-project, was 

originally commissioned by City Manager, Johann Mettler, on request of National Treasury 

after he was seconded to NMBMM by the then Minister of CoGTA, Hon. Pravin Gordhan. 

Whilst Mettler was City Manager, he furnished National Treasury with regular updates in 

respect of the progress with findings made in the report. 

 

Unfortunately, after Mettler was placed on special leave by the Council, further action on the 

findings of the report has not been forthcoming from the administration, and this has been 

of grave concern to Treasury.  

 



Earlier last year, it came to light that members of the NMBMM administration were opposed 

to the state calling Mettler as an expert witness in the IPTS corruption trial. At that stage it 

became very clear that the administration was at best unwilling to decisively deal with the 

findings of the report and at worst, being blatantly obstructive. 

 

Against this backdrop it is little wonder that National Treasury have no faith in the ability of 

the Nelson Mandela Bay Council to take decisive action with regards to the findings of the 

forensic report. 

 

I also note with concern that the only outstanding charges in the Disciplinary Hearing against 

Mr Johann Mettler relates to advice given to council on the 27th of August 2018. All other 

charges that were part and parcel of the original case brought against Mettler have been 

abandoned. 

 

I submit, with the greatest of respect, that the ongoing disciplinary case against Mr Mettler is 

little more than an orchestrated witch hunt by certain politicians in the metro, who wanted to 

destabilise the administration for their own gain. 

 

It is my further submission that should Mr Mettler be reinstated, the possible loss of grant 

funding and /or equitable share could, in all likelihood, be prevented. He has a proven track 

record of taking decisive and appropriate administrative action where this is needed and I 

have no doubt that he will do exactly the same in the current scenario. 

 

Against this backdrop, I want to implore you to intervene in Nelson Mandela Bay, with the 

aim of having Mettler reinstated. Whilst we must respect the fact that municipalities are 

autonomous in nature, I think we all understand that there is currently a leadership vacuum 

in NMBMM and we have a collective responsibility to ensure that guidance is provided 

where needed.  

 

I wish to put it on record that, should the aforesaid threats from National Treasury become a 

reality, the financial sustainability of NMBM will be severely compromised. The amount of 

R800 million which the metro stands to forfeit is more or less equal to the entire cash 

reserve of the institution. Should the metro forfeit these monies, it is, in my opinion, likely to 

take the metro close to a decade to recover from the financial knock. 

 

Your urgent intervention in this regard will be highly appreciated. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

NQABA BHANGA, MPL 

DA PROVINCIAL LEADER 


