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Dear Madam Speaker, 

 

RE: LIVESTREAM MEETINGS 
 

I note that the content of your press release of the 5th May 2020, where you highlight the 

fact that the legislature is conducting its business through virtual meetings that are 

accessible to the media and civil society organisations.  

 

I really believe that we need to go one step further, as compelled by section 118 of the 

constitution which says that legislature meetings need to be open to the public. This is 

furthermore emphasized in rule 33 of the legislature, and I quote;  

 

“The legislature must conduct its business in an open manner and hold its sittings and 

those of its committees in public.” 

 

Although you have committed the legislature to live streaming, this still has to happen. On 

one of the digital platforms that we have been on, I raised this question, I was informed 

that you cannot livestream using Microsoft Teams.  

 

The Western Cape Legislature livestreams all of its meetings through YouTube and they 

also use Microsoft Teams. When I enquired on how they achieve this, they said that they 
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use webcaster technology that links what happens on Microsoft Teams to their YouTube 

channel.  

 

I would hereby request that this be done as a matter of urgency. If it can be done by the 

Western Cape Legislature, then it can also be done by the Eastern Cape Legislature.  

 

From my previous experience in the legislature, I know that there was a situation that 

arose where a meeting was not open to the public, and the resolution of that meeting was 

held to be invalid.  

 

We are shortly to deal with budgets and it is important that we meet constitutional 

compliance otherwise one can risk the resolutions of the legislature not meeting 

constitutional muster.  

 

I look forward to your response in this regard.  

 

 

 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 

 
 

BOBBY STEVENSON, MPL 

DA LEGISLATURE LEADER 


