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5th May 2020 

  

THE MEC FOR SPORT, RECREATION, ARTS AND CULTURE 

HON MEC FEKEZA BAYENI, MPL 

 

Dear MEC 

 

RE: COVID-19 RELIEF FUND FOR SPORTING AND CULTURAL SECTOR  

The matter above has reference. 

As a nation we find ourselves in a difficult and critical time as the whole world is grappling with 

the Covid-19 pandemic, which has had a dramatic impact on our lives and livelihoods.  

The sporting and cultural sector has also been severely affected by this pandemic, resulting 

in a number of events being cancelled or postponed. This has had a major economic impact 

and has resulted in many of our athletes and performers being left without an income. 

The National Department has set up a fund to assist all those who are within sports and the 

arts to assist these individuals, and the Minister, Hon. Nathi Mthethwa, has indicated that R150 

million has been made available for the sectors relief fund.  

I therefore would like to ask whether you or the provincial department have engaged the 

national department as to how these funds will be distributed, and what role the provincial 

department will be playing to ensure that our local artists and sportsmen and women are able 

to gain relief from this fund.  

I would also like to ask if the department is aware of any individuals who might have already 

applied for the relief fund, and if so how many applications have been made, and how many 

of those have been successful? 

As a province we need to take an active role in ensuring the wellbeing and livelihood of those 

who are within the sector.  

Furthermore, what support has the department made available for those who have/will fail to 

qualify for the national relief funding?  
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Has the department devised a plan as to how it will provide the required support for those who 

are within the province due to the pandemic and if any, what support has it provided in the 

interim? 

If one studies the regulations adequately it is clear that the Arts and Culture sector will be one 

of the very last to go back fully to its operations  

It is crucial that during these difficult times we can be able to come together as a province to 

not only ensure that services are not hindered but that we are able to work together for the 

people of this province. 

 

Yours in service,  

 

 

NOMVANO ZIBONDA, MPL 

EC DA SHADOW MEC FOR SPORT, RECREATION, ARTS & CULTURE,  

RURAL DEVELOPMENT & AGRARIAN REFORM 

 

 


