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Date: 26 June 2020 

 

THE EASTERN CAPE PREMIER 

HON OSCAR MABUYANE MPL 

AND 

EASTERN CAPE MEC FOR RURAL DEVELOPMENT AND AGRARIAN REFORM 

HON NOMAKHOSAZANA METH 

 

Per Email 

 

 

Dear Hon Premier / Hon MEC, 

 

RE: RESTRICTIONS ON WATER ALLOCATIONS FROM THE KOUGA DAM 

 

I refer to the aforementioned matter as well as to my answered previous 
correspondence addressed to you in this regard, dated the 26th of May 2020 and the 
4th of June 2020. 
 
Kindly note that a decision has been made by the Department of Water Affairs (DWA) 
regarding the awarding of water allocations for the upcoming year which will 
commence 1 July 2020. The Kouga Dam stood at a mere 7.51% of total capacity as 
at yesterday (25 June 2020). The following restrictions will apply to normal allocations: 
 

i) Agriculture – 80% 
ii) Kouga Municipality – 30% 
iii) Nelson Mandela Bay Metropolitan Municipality (NMBMM) – 70% (from 

Loerie dam). 
 

Whilst all these restrictions are quite severe, it is in particular the restriction to the 
agricultural users in the Gamtoos Valley that will have a devastating effect on our 
economy in the region.  
 
As I have previously indicated to you that farmers in the Gamtoos Valley are some of 
the biggest citrus fruit producers in the country. Their export operations alone 



 

 

contribute hundreds of millions in Rand value to the Gross Domestic Product of our 
province. 
  
The aforesaid water restrictions by the DWS, allowing the farmers to extract just 20% 
of their normal allocation, is so severe that these farmers will now not be able to 
maintain their orchards with said allocation. This is the biggest disaster that has ever 
faced this region. 
 
I have already requested you to intervene in the matter by endeavouring to ensure 
that NMBMM halts any further water extraction from the Kouga Dam given the fact 
that the municipality has alternative water resources. Although the aforesaid request 
remains, said intervention will now also not be adequate to save the Gamtoos farmers 
from being decimated by the ongoing drought. 
 
As such I request that you immediately consider making emergency disaster funding 
available to the Department of Rural Development and Agrarian Reform (DRDAR) for 
disaster relief to farmers in a bid to support the region with infrastructure to maximise 
ground water extraction.  
 
This would go a long way in mitigating the worst impacts of the drastic water cuts and 
could potentially maintain the orchards till the rains come. 
 
I also extend a kind invitation to you to please visit the area as soon as possible so as 
to reassure farmers that the provincial government, and DRDAR specifically, will 
provide them with the necessary support required in order to survive this crisis. 
 
I implore you once again to personally intervene so as to ensure that we find solutions 
to this unfortunate situation. It truly is one of the biggest, immediate crises in the 
province! 
 
I trust that you will find my correspondence favourably and look forward to your 
response herein. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

  
…………………………. 
HON. RETIEF ODENDAAL, MPL 
SHADOW MEC FOR FINANCE, RURAL DEVELOPMENT AND AGRARIAN 
REFORM 
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Date: 04 June 2020 

 

 

THE EASTERN CAPE PREMIER 

HON OSCAR MABUYANE MPL 

AND 

EASTERN CAPE MEC FOR RURAL DEVELOPMENT AND AGRARIAN REFORM 

HON NOMAKHOSAZANA METH 

 

Per Email 

 

 

Dear Hon Premier / Hon MEC, 

 

RE: DROUGHT DISASTER AWAITING FARMERS IN THE GAMTOOS VALLEY 

 

I refer to the aforementioned matter as well as to my still unanswered previous 
correspondence addressed to you in this regard, dated the 26th of May 2020. 
 
As at yesterday the 3rd of June 2020, the Kouga Dam was standing at a shocking 
8,66% of capacity. I have already mentioned to you in my previous correspondence 
(which I attach hereto for ease of reference) that the Kouga dam is likely to run dry by 
the end of this month.  
 
Should the Kouga Dam run dry, it will create a humanitarian crisis in certain areas 
within the Kouga Municipality and will also decimate Gamtoos Valley farmers who rely 
on water from the Kouga for irrigation. 
 
I once again plead with you to intervene and liaise with the Department of Water Affairs 
regarding ways and means to prevent the unfolding disaster in this region. 
 
I have also indicated to you that it is my considered opinion that the Nelson Mandela 
Metro (NMB) must stop any further extraction from the dam in order to assist the 
situation. Whilst NMB is still within its yearly water allocation from the Kouga dam (and 
has as such not overdrawn from it), the metro has other water sources that, if utilised 



 

 

optimally, would effectively mean that it could stop extracting water from the Kouga 
Dam.  
 
In specific I want to highlight the fact that NMB is currently not extracting any water 
from the Impofu dam, nor is it making optimal use of its water allocation from the 
Nooitgedacth Scheme. Should the metro stop extracting water from the Kouga Dam 
for the next couple of weeks, the Kouga Municipality as well as farmers in the region 
will be thrown a much-needed lifeline, until the dam receives a little inflow.  
 
Given the fact that non-revenue water for NMB is just shy of 50% per annum, this is 
the very least they can do for other role players that rely solely on the Kouga Dam for 
water. 
 
I implore you once again to personally intervene, to ensure that we find solutions to 
this unfortunate situation. It truly is one of the biggest, immediate crisis’s in the 
province! 
 
I trust that you will find my correspondence favourably and look forward to your 
response herein. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

  
…………………………. 
HON. RETIEF ODENDAAL, MPL 
SHADOW MEC FOR FINANCE, RURAL DEVELOPMENT AND AGRARIAN 
REFORM 
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Date: 26 May 2020 

 

 

THE EASTERN CAPE PREMIER 

HON OSCAR MABUYANE MPL 

AND 

EASTERN CAPE MEC FOR RURAL DEVELOPMENT AND AGRARIAN REFORM 

HON NOMAKHOSAZANA METH 

Per Email 

 

 

Dear Hon Premier / Hon MEC, 

 

 

 

RE: DROUGHT DISASTER AWAITING FARMERS IN THE GAMTOOS VALLEY 

 

 

I trust you are keeping well, but more importantly, safe during these challenging times. 
 
Kindly note that I address this letter to you out of desperation and fear for the farmers 
in the Gamtoos Valley, who are on the brink of being decimated by the prolonged 
drought in the district. 
 
The Kouga Dam, from which farmers in the region are allocated water for irrigation 
purposes, stood at a shocking 8.97% of capacity yesterday morning (25 May 2020).  
 
It is estimated that by the 30th of June 2020, given the current volumes of extraction, 
the dam is likely to be empty, which will have devastating consequences for the 
farmers and the Kouga Municipality, which relies on water from the dam for domestic 
use. 
 
In asking for your urgent and decisive intervention herein, I wish to place the following 
on record: 



 

 

 
1. Farmers in the Gamtoos Valley are some of the biggest producers of citrus fruit 

in the country. It is especially the export of citrus fruit from this area that is a 
significant contributor to the provincial GDP on an annual basis. 
 

2. The water allocation to farmers in the Gamtoos Valley from the Kouga Dam 
(managed by the Gamtoos Irrigation Board) was already cut with 15% during 
the year at hand. The Department of Water Affairs (DWA) assesses the 
allocations for both domestic and agriculture use from the dam on an annual 
basis. It is widely expected that the new water allocation for agricultural use 
could be slashed to as little as 20% of the standard allocation in the upcoming 
year (starting 1 July 2020). 

 
3. Should the water allocation for agricultural purposes in this region be 

significantly reduced, it will hold catastrophic consequences for the entire 
region. A drastically reduced allocation of 20% of normal allocation would, for 
example, not be sufficient to preserve the existing orchards. 

 
4. The Provincial Government has, to the best of my knowledge, done very little 

to assist either the affected municipalities or farmers in this region thus far.  
 
 

Notwithstanding the aforesaid, the Nelson Mandela Metropolitan Bay Municipality 
(NMMBM) continues to extract water from the Kouga Dam on a daily basis. Whilst 
NMBMM is still within the allocation awarded to it by the DWA, it is concerning to note 
that the metro administration is unwilling to reduce its daily volume of extraction from 
the dam, even though it has alternative water resources that it could use. 
  
NMBMM continuously fails to utilise its full allocation of water from the Nooitgedacht 
Low Level Scheme.  
 
Given the aforesaid, I am of the opinion that, with the necessary political intervention, 
the metro would be quite capable of immediately halting any further extraction from 
the Kouga Dam. This could provide local farmers, and the Kouga Municipality, with a 
little more time before the dam runs completely dry. 
 
As mentioned above, the Gamtoos Valley is of critical importance to the economy of 
the Eastern Cape as a direct result of its annual contribution to the GDP. The citrus 
industry here is also the single biggest employer in the region. It therefore stands to 
reason that we must do everything in our ability to ensure that we protect this industry 
against the potential loss and destruction that will ensue should the Kouga Dam run 
dry. 
 
I implore you to personally intervene so as to ensure that we find solutions to this 
unfortunate situation. 
 
I trust that you will consider my correspondence favourably and look forward to your 
response. 
 
Sincerely, 



 

 

 

  
…………………………. 
HON. RETIEF ODENDAAL, MPL 
SHADOW MEC FOR FINANCE, RURAL DEVELOPMENT AND AGRARIAN 
REFORM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


