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Care of  Brigadier Ngubelanga 
 

BY HAND  
 
  
MEMORANDUM RELATING TO DISMISSAL OF BRIGADIERS SOEKOE, BENTLEY 
AND KOLL  
   
The recent recommendation by the disciplinary committee, to dismiss Humewood Station 
Commander, Brigadier Leonie Bentley, Gelvandale Station Commander, Brigadier Lawrence 
Soekoe and Brigadier Ronald Koll refers. 
 
It appears that the recommendation for their dismissal comes off the back of trumped-up charges 
and seems to be racially motivated. 
 
The disciplinary action and recommendation for dismissal stems from a meeting wherein the three 
Brigadiers raised their objection to the appointment of Brigadier Thandiswa Kupiso as Acting  
Mount Road cluster commander. 
 
The objection was raised against the backdrop of a collective agreement entered into between the 
SA Police Service and the two leading police unions, the Police and Prisons Civil Rights Union 
(Popcru) and the SA Police Union (Sapu). 
 
Based on the agreement with the unions, a court order was granted that stated that certain 
positions, such as that of cluster commanders, would no longer exist, thus preventing such 
appointments from being made. 
 
The three brigadiers asked to be excused from the meeting when it became heated. Evidence 
shows that permission was given, but the three have now been dismissed on charges of 
insubordination, for allegedly walking out of the meeting without permission. 
 
It is further alleged that senior officials who were in attendance at the meeting, have subsequently 
perjured themselves by claiming permission was not granted to the three officers to leave the 
meeting, even though the evidence clearly shows they were excused. 
 
The Democratic Alliance (DA) will not stand idly by while three of our most respected high-ranking 
police officers, who have proven themselves as champions of our communities, are being treated 
unfairly and are discriminated against.  
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The DA is therefore demanding the following: 
 

• The Disciplinary Committee’s recommendation to dismiss the three brigadiers be reviewed 
and set aside; 

• That the brigadiers be reinstated to their positions and be allowed to return to work on or 
before Friday, 7 May 2021; 

• That no further victimization of the brigadiers take place after their reinstatement; 

• That the Independent Police Investigative Directorate (IPID), by no later than 7 May 2021, 
start investigating the circumstances leading up to the disciplinary cases against these 
brigadiers, including evidence that was led by senior officials, who have allegedly committed 
perjury through their testimony.  

• That those who are implicated in committing perjury in relation to the disciplinary cases be 
suspended, pending the outcome of the IPID’s investigation; 

• SAPS must ensure transparency and fairness in the police service; 

• That all promotions must be based on fit for purpose, and not nepotism or racial motivation. 
 
If the brigadiers are not re-instated, the DA will not only petition the Speaker of the Eastern Cape 
Legislature to immediately call a meeting of the portfolio committee on safety and security, to 
interrogate the actions of those involved, and ensure those guilty of wrongdoing are dealt with, but 
will also escalate the matter to the national government, through the intervention of DA Shadow 
Minister of Police, Andrew Whitfield MPL.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
M Von Buchenroder, MPL 
DA Chief Whip 
Eastern Cape Legislature 
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