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*7.  Mr R Odendaal to ask the Premier: 

 

Regarding the on-going debilitating drought in the province: 

Question  Responses 

(1) Why has the provincial 

government allegedly (a) neglected 

and/or been hesitant to declare the 

province a drought disaster area and (b) 

failed to assist municipalities in 

declaring local drought disaster areas; 

a) The province through the Provincial 

Disaster Management Centre (PDMC) supported 

the request for a classification of a state of 

drought disaster for the NMBM and SBDM areas 

from the National Disaster Management Centre 

which its Head has the authority to classify a 

state of disaster. The request was not supported 

by NDMC. 

b) Further to the response to (a) above, the 

province supported intervention efforts to NMBM 

and SBDM as follows:  

• COGTA through the Provincial Disaster 

Management Centre (PDMC) developed an 

Integrated Provincial Drought Response Plan 

(PDMC) which has been circulated to all sector 

departments to detail their response measures in 

particular for the affected municipalities. (NMBM 

& SBDM). 

• COGTA in collaboration with the National 

Treasury arranged a session to discuss technical 

support offered through the City’s Support 

Programme (CSP) to the NMBM. 

• Another engagement was held on the 3rd 

of June 2021 through the National Treasury with 

the City of Cape Town to discuss lessons learnt 

during the drought and offered advise on how the 

metro should respond to drought. 
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• The Project Management Unit (PMU) of 

COGTA is supporting NMBM on creating and 

implementing awareness campaigns on water 

demand management at NMBM. 

• The department also arranged a session 

held on the 15 June 2021 with the Water 

Research Commission (WRC) to advise on 

drought mitigation plan which can be 

implemented to address the drought situation for 

both NMBM and SBDM areas. 

• The PDMC is also facilitating the 

submission of reports on the impact of drought by 

the provincial sectors and municipalities which 

will be consolidated to submit another request for 

classification of a state of disaster by the National 

Disaster Management Centre (NDMC). 

(2) whether his Office has 

constituted the Premier’s drought war 

room, as per the Premier’s comments in 

the media; if so, (a) who serves in this 

war room and (b) which governmental 

departments do they represent; if not, 

why; 

The Provincial Drought War Room has been 

established and is led by the Department of 

Water and Sanitation. 

(a) The following serve in the war room 

• DWS 

• COGTA – PDMC 

• WSAs (Municipalities) 

• Sector Departments 

• MISA 

(3) (a) what plans has the provincial 

government put in place with a view to 

assisting water-scarce municipalities 

going forward and (b) with specific 

reference to the immediate threat to 

water availability for the Nelson 

Mandela Bay Metropolitan Municipality 

Refer to response 1 (b) above 
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(NMBMM) and Sarah Baartman District 

Municipality, due to key supply dams 

reportedly running dry, what plans has 

the provincial government put in place 

with a view to mitigating the alleged 

disaster; 

(4) whether there are any provincial 

municipalities that have not spent the 

full portion of their disaster relief funding 

meant for the construction of drought 

mitigation projects; if any, (a) which 

municipalities have not spent their 

funding and (b) what is the current 

unspent amount, per municipality; 

Yes, there are municipalities that have not spent 

the full portion of the drought relief funding. 

 

a) Chris Hani and Joe Gqabi District 

Municipalities. 

b) Chris Hani DM = R2,2m (whole allocation) 

& Joe Gqabi DM = spent R2,5m of R5,7m 

 

(5) (a) whether the provincial 

government has engaged with the 

National Treasury to have the R187 

million in disaster relief funding, meant 

to construct drought mitigation projects 

in the NMBMM reinstated; if so, what 

was the outcome of these 

engagements; if not, why and (b) 

whether the provincial government has 

been informed that the loss of this 

funding will prevent critical drought 

mitigation and water augmentation 

projects from being finalised; if so, can 

he kindly provide the relevant details in 

this regard? 

National Treasury has been engaged as per 

response 1 (b) above. 

 


