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Date: 06 December 2021 
 
 
UN Water Chairperson 
Mr Gilbert Houngbo 
 
Per Email 
 
 
Dear Mr Houngbo, 
 
 
RE: EXTENDED DROUGHT CONDITIONS IN THE EASTERN CAPE PROVINCE, 
SOUTH AFRICA 
 
I confirm that I am addressing this correspondence to you as an opposition Member 
of the Eastern Cape Provincial Legislature (ECPL) in South Africa.  
 
I serve on the Rural Development and Agrarian Reform (DRDAR) Portfolio Committee 
in the ECPL, which essentially oversees agricultural development in the province in a 
bid to create sustainable rural communities and food security for the people of our 
province. In addition to the aforesaid, I also serve on the Eastern Cape Provincial 
Finance Committee, which oversees the work that the Eastern Cape Provincial 
Treasury fulfils.  
 
Over the last couple of years, I have taken a keen interest in the sustainable water 
supply in our province and, as such, have been advocating and lobbying for increased 
funding or support from the South African National Government for both drought-
plagued farming communities, as well as water-scarce municipalities. 
 
Western parts of the Eastern Cape Province have been grappling with prolonged 
drought conditions over the past six years. These conditions have resulted in severe 
water shortages in parts of the province, which have decimated farming communities 
and led to frequent water outages in certain municipalities. 



 

 
In 2011 the Eastern Cape Provincial Government revealed its Climate Change 
Response Strategy at COP17. This 350-page document dealt with both the key 
climate change risks as well as the priority response options to climate change. As a 
matter of specific interest to me, the policy stated: 
 
“The Eastern Cape is expected to experience highest temperature increases towards 
the north-west interior, while lowest increases are likely along the coast. Associated 
with the higher temperature will be increases in evaporation rates and increased 
intensity of drought”. (Executive Summary, P15, paragraph 2) 
 
Unfortunately, the Eastern Cape Provincial Government has neglected to respond 
timeously to the increasing threat of climate change. The lack of response has resulted 
in the province being unprepared for the extended drought conditions that the 
southwest and northwest parts of the province have been grappling with over the past 
six years. 
 
The Provincial Government declared a Provincial State of Disaster as a result of the 
drought in October 2019, but unfortunately allowed the drought declaration to lapse in 
January 2020. Since then, the province has declared no Provincial State of Disaster, 
leading to a critical shortage of funding to assist drought plagued farmers or fund 
drought mitigation and/or augmentation infrastructure projects in urban areas. 
 
I have long been concerned that it seems as if there is no coordinated approach by 
the South African Government to endeavour to address the effects of this prolonged 
drought in the province. Both the National and Eastern Cape Provincial Governments 
have disaster management centres that should act as coordinating bodies when there 
is a respective disaster at either the National or Provincial Government level.  
 
Unfortunately, it seems as if both these bodies have been unable to craft a coordinated 
response to this unfolding crisis and as a result the crisis has worsened. Below I 
highlight a few areas of concern: 
 
AGRICULTURAL COMMUNITIES  
Commercial and emerging farmers in the districts of Willowmore, Steytlerville, 
Rietbron, Jansenville, Graaff-Reinet, Aberdeen, Bedford and Tarkastad are facing 
severe water challenges. Many of these farmers have depleted their savings and are 
facing financial ruin because they have been feeding their livestock for extended 
periods of time. 
 
In 2019 after the Provincial State of Disaster was declared, DRDAR allocated a 
meagre R74 Million in drought relief to farmers. At that stage, it was estimated that at 
least a Billion Rand was necessary to assist farmers meaningfully with feed and 
fodder. Since 2019, no further funding has been allocated in drought relief to farmers 
in the Eastern Cape. 
 
In many areas, boreholes dried up or, in the alternative, have started yielding poor 
quality water. Notwithstanding a formal petition to DRDAR for assistance with the 
drilling of boreholes, these farmers’ pleas for assistance with the drilling of boreholes 
have fallen on deaf ears. 



 

 
The extended drought has had a severe impact on agriculture practises in certain 
areas in the province and has, insofar as subsistence farmers are concerned, certainly 
compromised food security.  
 
WATER SCARCE TOWNS IN RURAL EASTERN CAPE 
 
Towns such as Graaff-Reinet, Adelaide, Makana, Bedford and Middelburg in the 
Eastern Cape have experienced severe water shortages over the last couple of years. 
These shortages have often led to residents in these urban settlements experiencing 
extended water outages, which inevitably has dire consequences for water-borne 
sewage systems. 
 
Although some drought mitigation and/or drought augmentation programs were 
implemented in these respected communities by the government, many of these 
projects were marred with delays in construction and implementation. This, in my 
opinion, is a direct consequence of the unavailability of expertise in government to 
provide advice and/or oversight in respect of these projects. 
 
Whilst a substantial amount of additional funding is required for the further rollout of 
drought mitigation and/or drought augmentation projects, it is critical that these 
municipalities have access to expert advice to assist them in this unfolding crisis. 
 
NELSON MANDELA BAY METRO (NMBM) 
 
The aforesaid metropolitan municipality faces a potential water disaster, making it 
potentially the first metropolitan area in South Africa to experience intermitted water 
supply. The 1,2 million residents of NMBM essentially have two water sources. One 
of the municipality’s primary water sources is the dams to the western side of the 
metro. These dams currently have a combined capacity of 12.27% as of the 22nd of 
November 2021.  
 
The second source of water comes from the Gariep Dam via the Teebus tunnel (at 
82,8 kilometres,  arguably the longest enclosed aqueduct in the southern hemisphere), 
which diverts water from the largest dams in South Africa to the Fish River Valley. 
 
The water that NMBM receives from this source is facilitated through the Nooitgedacht 
scheme. A bungle by the implementing agent of the national government department 
(DWS) has seen substantial delays in finalizing a project that would have seen 
increased capacity from this water source. Yet again, it is my considered opinion that 
a lack of expertise and proper oversight by the government has compromised this 
project.  
 
This is also not the only water augmentation project that has been marred by delays. 
A groundwater augmentation project in the metro has been delayed to such an extent 
that funding for the said project was forfeited to the National Government.  
 
MY APPEAL TO UN-WATER 
 
I have endeavoured to give you a brief overview of a very complex, unfolding crisis 



 

within the Eastern Cape Province.  
 
I am extremely concerned that both the National and the Eastern Cape Provincial 
Government are totally unprepared and unable to rise to the challenges our 
communities face insofar the extended drought in the province is concerned. It is 
becoming increasingly clear that our government does not possess sufficient expertise 
or experience to address this crisis properly. 
 
Against this backdrop, I want to lobby your kind assistance, to avail expertise to the 
South African Government, but more specifically, the Eastern Cape Provincial 
Government, in a bid to assist us with the unfolding water crisis resulting from the 
ongoing drought. 
 
However, I want to put on record that as a member of the official opposition in the 
ECPL, I have no locus standi to invite you to assist either the South African National 
Government or the Eastern Cape Provincial Government. Therefore, this letter is 
written in the spirit of lobbying you to very kindly reach out to our government and offer 
some expert advice and/or assistance and/or best practices to help us weather this 
crisis. 
 
WHO YOU CAN CONTACT IF UN-WATER CAN BE OF ASSISTANCE 
 
Should you favourably consider my appeal, I would request that you make contact with 
one of the following individuals in government: 
 
Minister Senzo Mchunu, Minister of Water and Sanitation 
Per Email to the Chief of Staff of the Minister: Francois.hugo@dhs.gov.za  
 
Or 
 
MEC Xolile Nqata, Member of the Executive Council Eastern Cape CoGTA 
 
Per Email: xolile.nqatha@eccogta.gov.za 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Whilst I understand that you may be inundated by many similar requests on a daily 
basis, we nonetheless request your favourable consideration herein. The unfolding 
drought crisis is simply one of the biggest risk areas for the Eastern Cape Province, 
and we require all the assistance we can get to overcome said crisis. 
 
I will gladly provide you with any further information or research work you may need 
to make an informed decision herein. 
 
Should you thus have queries, please do not hesitate to contact me directly.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 



 

  
…………………………. 
 
HON. RETIEF ODENDAAL, MPL 
DEMOCRATIC ALLIANCE MEMBER OF THE EC PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


