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NOTICE OF MOTION IN TERMS OF RULE 131 OF THE 
STANDING RULES OF THE EASTERN CAPE PROVINCIAL 
LEGISLATURE 
 
I hereby move in terms of Rule 131 (1) of the Standing Rules that this House: 
  
NOTING 
  

I. That the Russian invasion of Ukraine will have dire economic consequences following 
from this war, and will be felt throughout the world, including our province of the Eastern 
Cape. 
 

II. That the Eastern Cape unemployment rate stands at 47%, the highest in South Africa, 
and the war in Ukraine will be a hindrance to our efforts to retain jobs, create jobs and 
attract more investments to the province. 

 
III. That escalating crude oil prices, due to the war, in effect means South Africans will have 

to fork out more for fuel, triggering rising transport costs for food, commercial and 
industrial goods. This will directly impact on households and businesses, already under 
pressure and battered from two years of pandemic lockdowns and slow economic growth 
along with the additional hardship of 9,6% electricity price rise. 

 
IV. That Eskom uses diesel to generate emergency electricity, which will also be significantly 

impacted by these rising fuel costs possibly leading to extended blackouts with the 
knock-on impact on job losses.  

 
V. That Russia is the world’s largest exporter of synthetic fertilisers, accounting for 14% of 

the global market. Disruptions in supply are already being felt, and that this could possibly 
impact on the Eastern Cape agricultural sector 

 

VI. That in 2020, South African exports to Russia and Ukraine was valued at R4.1 billion, 
while wheat and other grain imports to South Africa from Ukraine and Russia was valued 
at R2.3 billion  

 
VII. That Russia and Ukraine account for 30% of global wheat exports,14% of global maize 

exports,32%of global barley exports and 60%of global sunflower oil.  
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VIII. That Russia and Ukraine import 10% of South Africa’s Citrus products and lemons and 

pear exports from the Eastern Cape are already being impacted upon. 
 

IX. That the war in Ukraine is having an impact on existing supply chains, affecting small, 
medium and commercial agricultural producers, amongst others, in the Eastern Cape 
which in turn will impact on the sectoral value chains.  

 
X. That all the above factors can result in a higher inflation and interest rate climate with 

sever negative consequences for consumers that will exacerbate poverty levels and 
hunger in the Eastern Cape. 

 
XI. That the tragic humanitarian crisis that is taking place in Ukraine will have a knock-on 

impact on the people of the Eastern Cape that could fuel unrest and protests unless this 
war is ended.  
 

 
THEREFORE RESOLVES 
  

(i) That the Provincial Government commissions, without delay, an economic impact 
assessment report of how the war in Ukraine can and will affect the Eastern Cape 
economy and the adverse impact on the people of this province along with possible 
steps to mitigate against rising food prices. 
 

(ii) That the report contains, at a minimum, all the risks to the Eastern Cape economy 
and those associated with increased poverty levels along with any opportunities and 
possible solutions. 

 

(iii) That the economic impact assessment report be tabled for consideration in the 
portfolio committee of the Office of the Premier and then in this House at the earliest 
convenience, so all parties are in sync with the efforts to mitigate against the 
consequences of this war on the people of the Eastern Cape 

 
 
 
I so move  
 

 

 
 

BOBBY STEVENSON, MPL 

DA CHIEF WHIP 


