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NOTICE OF MOTION IN TERMS OF RULE 131 OF THE STANDING RULES OF ORDER 

I hereby move in terms of Section 131 of the Eastern Cape Provincial Legislature Standing Rules of Order that:  

Noting:  

1. That illegal sand mining in the province, in particular on the Wild Coast, continues unabated; 

2. That the onus of monitoring and enforcing the law with regard to illegal sand mining falls to the 

Department of Mineral Resources (DMR), which is a national department; 

3. That the DMR has a just four environmental law enforcement officers, who are based in Pretoria and 

who are only rarely able to participate in joint operations with Phakisa officials in the Eastern Cape as 

they are also responsible for monitoring illegal mining of all minerals across the country;  

4. That when illegal sand mining and other environmental crimes reach the Directorate of Public 

Prosecutions in Mthatha, it is alleged that not a single case has been prosecuted; 

5. That the consequence of a national entity being in charge of monitoring and enforcing environmental 

laws, which our province is more than capable of doing itself, and the consequence of a Prosecuting 

authority being disinterested or incapable of prosecuting environmental crimes, has led to the 

degradation of our province’s most beautiful tourist attraction, the Wild Coast 

6. That the wanton destruction of this coastline through illegal sand mining and poaching has impacted, 

and will continue to impact, on tourism potential and thus job creation on the eastern side of the 

province. 

That the House Resolves:  

1. That the Premier and the MEC for DEDEAT engage with purpose at a national level to bring all coastal 

monitoring and compliance activities back to the province so that they are rolled out effectively; 

2. That a full forensic and time-bound investigation be launched into the alleged failure of the Mthatha 

Directorate of Public Prosecutions to prosecute a single environmental crime; 

3. That the environmental and biodiversity integrity of the Wild Coast is prioritised at all times in order for 

tourism along the coast to reach its full potential, thereby creating jobs in a region with one of the 

highest unemployment rates in the country.  

I so move.  

Hon Jane Cowley  
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