
 
 Friday, 30 September 2022]  

 

No. 42 - 2022] FOURTH SESSION, SIXTH LEGISLATURE  

LEGISLATURE OF THE PROVINCE  

OF THE EASTERN CAPE  

____________________  

INTERNAL QUESTION PAPER  

Note:  

1. Questions for oral reply will be printed in full in the Question Paper for the day for which they 

have been set down for reply.  

 

2. *Indicates a question for oral reply.  

 

QUESTIONS FOR WRITTEN REPLY  

FRIDAY 
 

865. Mr M von Buchenroder to ask the MEC responsible for Transport:  

With reference to a Herald Live article titled “Traffic officer gunned downed at 

KwaDwesi roadblock” dated Wednesday, 21 September 2022: 
 

(1) Whether he has been informed of the incident alleged above; if not, what is 

the position in this regard; if so, can he kindly provide the relevant details;  
 

RESPONSE  

Yes, the MEC was informed about the incident.  

 

Officer Sonica Esmeralda Smith was shot and killed while on duty on the R75 

near Kwadwesi earlier today. It is alleged that at about 10:42, Officer Sonica 
and 2 of her colleagues, a male and a female were conducting vehicle checks. 

While the male official was standing on the road, one female was busy writing 

out a summons and the deceased female was seated on the driver’s seat busy 

with documentation when four males walked towards the traffic official (male) 

that was standing on the road.  

 
They pointed him with a firearm and disarmed him. It is further alleged that 

when the traffic official who was seated in the vehicle attempted to react after 

seeing what had happened, she was shot in her chest while still seated in the 

vehicle. Her firearm was also taken. The suspects ran off on foot.  

 

Whether any arrests have been made in this regard; if not, why;  
 

RESPONSE  

No arrests have been made. The matter is under investigating.  

 

 



(2) whether the Traffic Officers have bullet proof vests; if not, why;  

 
RESPONSE  

Some Traffic officers have and some do not have bullet proof vests. The last 

issuing of bullet proof vests was during 2008/2009 financial year.  

 

(3) how many Traffic Officers were provided with bullet proof vests in the last 

three financial years as at the latest specified date for which information is 
available?  

 

RESPONSE  

None 


