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(1) How many schools, 
per district, have any 
asbestos structures on 
school grounds;

1) There are 1,075 schools with asbestos roofs in the province as detailed below.

Education Districts Asbestos Roofs
Alfred Nzo District Municipality 31
Amathole District Municipality 328
Buffalo City Metropolitan Municipality 237
Chris Hani District Municipality 60
Joe Gqabi District Municipality 8
Nelson Mandela Bay Metropolitan Municipality 227
O.R.Tambo District Municipality 84
Sarah Baartman District Municipality 100

1075
(2) whether he can kindly 
provide a list of the 
structures at schools in the 
province that are made of 
asbestos, per school, per 
district;

2) Attached is the list of schools per district, see Annexure A.
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(3) what total amount is 
needed to replace all 
asbestos structures at 
schools in the province;

3) The amount required to replace the asbestos structures is not yet established. The cost of replacing 
asbestos structures has not yet been determined because an assessment and costing must be 
completed. The Department is currently assessing the condition of all of its immovable assets in the 
2023/24 financial year.

(4) whether his 
Department has enough 
funds in the current or the 
next financial year to replace 
and remove all asbestos 
items from schools in the 
province; if not, (a) when will 
the funds be available and 
(b) when will all asbestos be 
removed from schools in the 
province;

4) No, the Department does not have the financial resources to replacement and/or eradication of all schools 
with asbestos materials.
a) Some of the funds are currently being made gradually (annually) as part of the replacement of 

inappropriate school structures and building of new schools. 
b) There is no specific timeframe for asbestos material replacement because there is no dedicated 

asbestos program, but also because of the enormous financial resources required to decant learners 
from existing classrooms and ablution facilities in order to remove and replace the asbestos material.
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(5) what negative effects 
does the asbestos have on 
learners, teachers and staff 
in schools where asbestos is 
present;

5) When asbestos is disturbed and/or damaged and inhaled due to the absence of ceilings, it can cause 
serious diseases such as asbestosis and asbestos-related cancer.

(6) what is his 
Department’s policy with 
regard to health and safety 
and asbestos structures 
within schools if a learner, 
teacher or staff is to become 
ill from the negative health 
effects of asbestos?

6) The Department does not has an asbestos policy and is guided by the Occupational Health and Safety 
Act 85 of 1995 and its regulations. Plans are currently in place to establish an asbestos management 
plan through the partnership (SLA) that is being finalized for implementation beginning in 2023/24 with 
the Nelson Mandela University.
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